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Our Vision

...a West of
hy landscapes, resilient economies
nd vibrant communities.




Nothing would gratify me more
than to see the West both
prosperous and
environmentally healthy, with a
soclety to match its scenery.

-- Wallace Stegner






















































Key Challenges for
Sustaining Our Watersheds In
a Changing West

* Rapid growth
 Population dispersal
 Energy development
 Aridity and global warming
 New role for public lands



Rapid Growth









Population Dispersal and Land
Consumption






“Today’s Pencderosa is five acres, a horse, and a BMW.”
Newsweek, 2/6/95












Population growth 65%

Amount of land developed
in rural areas: 350%








































Energy Development







Energy



Gas Development in the
Rockies
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Aridity & Global
Warming






New Role for Public Lands
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Tribal land, DOD land and
Public land in the West
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Six Hallmarks for Sustaining Our
Watersheds and Communities

. Shared Vision

. Meaningful Dialogue

. Understand Economics

. Regional Approaches

. Land Use Tools

. Quality of Life Organizations




Articulate a compelling,
INspiring and optimistic vision
for a more healthy and
sustainable future ... a vision
that appeals to the hopes and
aspirations of the public.



“The trouble Is, the sustainable world
generally offered by environmentalists
IS based on restriction, prohibition,
regulation and sacrifice. ... Hardly
anyone seems to envision a sustainable

world that would be a nice place to live
In.”

-- Donella Meadows, The Local Politics
of Global Sustainability












Interstate highway
system







Dubois, Wyoming



Nearby Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado



Dubois, Wyoming

Dubois, Wyoming



Dubois, Wyoming
The National Bighorn Sheep Center



Dubois, Wyoming
The National Big Horn Sheep Center



Dubois, Wyoming



Dubois, Wyoming

Dubois, Wyoming



Colorado River Delta
Sonora, Mexico



Colorado River Delta: Hope in Resilience




Engage diverse interests in constructive
dialogue












Understand the regional and local
economy Iin the context of a rapidly-
changing global market









Personal Income in the Non-Metro West, 1970 to 2000.
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“We went fishing for a little
tourism and caught a Great
White Shark.”

- Bill Hedden, County
Commissioner
























The West’s comparative
advantage in a global economy:

High quality of life and sense of
nlace attract bright, creative
people — and their ideas, energy,
and capital.




Protecting the majesty of the West
and creating dynamic, beautiful, well-
planned communities are our best
tools for promoting economic
prosperity in an increasingly
globalized economy.









Our Rivers, Watersheds,
Landscapes, and Economies Are
Regional.

Our Institutions and Responses Must
Become Regional.



Teton County, Wyoming









Teton County, Wyoming



Teton County, Wyoming



Teton County, Idaho



Teton Pass



The time has arrived for a new
generation of local, regional, and
state tools to address the growth
challenges facing the West.






Research, adapt and apply a wide range of
land use tools that reflect local values



Create robust, locally-tailored
“guality of life” organizations to
promote a local, regional, or
state-wide vision for the future
and to take the steps needed to
realize this vision.



Red Lodge, Montana

Beartooth Front
Community Forum



Red Lodge, Montana
Beartooth Front Community Forum



Red Lodge, Montana



Red Lodge, Montana



Red Lodge, Montana



Red Lodge, Montana



Lubbock, Texas
Chamber of Commerce



Lubbock, Texas



Lubbock, Texas



Pigeon Forge , Tennessee



Pittman Center, Tennessee —
Adjoins Great Smoky Mountains National Park



Pittman Center, Tennessee



Pittman Center, Tennessee



Final Message.:

When citizens develop and popularize a
popular shared vision for a healthy future
for their watershed, their landscape, or
their community, then the specific actions
needed to get them there — whether local,
regional, or state reforms — are more

likely to materialize
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